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Docket No. 1-7872 Scr, No. 10/603,316 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the claims with the claims provided in the listing below 
wherein status, amendments, additions and cancellations arc indicated. 

1. (Currently Amended) A locking apparatus having a fingerprint reader, 
a fingerprint verifier, and a power supply circuit, the fingerprint reader being 
configured to read a fingerprint, the fingerprint verifier being configured to verify 
the read fingerprint based on registered fingerprint data, and according to a result 
of the verification, authenticate a person who entered the fingerprint, the locking 
apparams being configured to unlock, if the person is authenticated, a door locked 
with the locking apparatus, the locking apparatus comprising: 

a chamber having an opening and configured to contain the fingerprint 
reade r, the chamber being configured to receive a finger through the oneniny : 

a lid configured to open and close the opening of the chambe r, the lid being 
rotatablv supported to rotate inward with respect to said chamber to open the 
ot)ening of the chamber when urged by insertion of the finger and to allow access 
to the fingerprint reader bv the finger to input thcfingerprint : and 

a switch provided for the power supply circuit and configured to interlock 
with the lid so as to turn on and off the power supply circuit in response to the 
opening and closing of the lid. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The locking apparatus of claim 1, wherein l[:JJ 
the lid is made of conductive material and is grounded. 

3. (Currently Amended) The locking apparatus of claim 1 yvhe r cin fimher 
comprising: : 

the chamhc r is fo r med in a sha p e to receive a fingc f- th f ough the o p ening 
of the chambe r ; 

the fingerprint reader in the chamber [lis)J being oriented coward a finger 
inserting direction; 

th c - lid is so auppo r icd - aa to be o p ened wben puMhed - toward the inside of th e 
chambe r^- and 

a biasing device hiasinft the lid is provided with a pu.nhcr conllfiu r cd to p u s h 
the-Hd^ward a position where the lid closes the opening of the chamber. 

4. (Currently Amended) The locking apparatus of claim 2, wherein further 
eomnrising : 

the chamber is formed i n a :<hapc to fcccivc a finge r th r ough the o p ening 
of the chambe r; 
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the fingerprint reader in the chamber [[isjl being oriented toward a finger 
inserting direction; 

tfi e - lid h 30 su pp orted a:t to be opened when pushed t owa r d the inaide of the 
ctaambe r ; and 

a biasing device biasing the lid rr providcd with a pusher configu r ed to pmh 
tftc-Hd-toward a position where the lid closes the opening of the chamber. 
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